
How Burlington 
Town 

Government 
Works

“If nothing else, make it 
a point to vote in your 
local election. It affects 
your day to day life far 
more than any other 

election.”


Mike Espejo

Burlington Select 

Board Chair

And go vote!
Legislative (makes the rules)

Town Meeting 
Votes on budget, bylaws, 

zoning

Select Board 
Oversees town administration

Executive (runs the town)

VOTERS (you!)

Administration 

(runs daily operations)

Town administrator + depts 
Manages staff, implements 

policies from Select Board + 
Town Meeting

How it’s structured

Clyde the Mini Horse 
Resident of Chip Farms, 

Bedford 
Star of the Burlington 
Palm Sunday Parade

Town Elections are my Jam!

Town Meeting Members

Town’s legislative body. 

Budget, bylaws, zoning 

decisions

Select Board

Town admin,

executive branch

School policy 
+ budget

Shawsheen Tech

School Committee

Shawsheen Tech 
School policy + 

budget

School Committee Board of Health

Public health 

policy + initiatives

Planning Board

Incoming 
developments

[p-

Recreation Commission

run summer camps, 
afterschool 

recreation, and 
maintain fields

Housing Authority

Affordable Housing

Library Board of Trustees

Supervise library

Board of Assessors

Tax rate, reviewing 
abatements

Town Clerk

Main town official; 
election handling 


and records 

keeping

Town Moderator

Moderates Town 
Meeting

Constable

Serves papers

More Info:

Can regular residents vote at Town 
Meeting?

FAQ

Which precinct am I?

Where can I stream meetings?
They’re all on YouTube, thanks to BCAT!


Check out the BCAT Government channel:

Look up your precinct here! 

Your Town Meeting Members are 

elected by precinct, and you also use 
it to vote

No (although you can attend!). Burlington has 
a representative Town Meeting, so residents 
vote for Town Meeting Members, who cast 

votes at Town Meeting

Who’s our mayor?
We don’t have one! We have a Select Board, 
Town Meeting Members, Town Administrator, 

and Town Clerk

FAQ

When is the next election?

Do town elections have political parties?

Why should I care?

Early April! For dates and more 
information, check the town website:

Nope! Municipal positions in MA are 

non-partisan, meaning candidates don’t run as 

Democrats or Republicans

This stuff impacts your daily life WAY more 
than state or national policies. And the 
best part is, you can have more of an 

impact on it!

Who do I contact about a problem?
The Burlington Buzz has a great 

breakdown of all the departments and 
what they do:


Or you can use burlington.org for issues 
like permits

How Residents can Influence 
Things

Contact your reps!

Attend Meetings!

Run for Office!

Serve on a Committee!

Town Meeting Members: 


Select Board email: 

selectboard@burlington.org


Town Clerk email:

jnpriest@burlington.org

Most boards allow public comment, 
or you can stream on BCAT!

Don’t like how something is run? Change 
it! Run for office!

There are a ton of volunteer positions. 
Email Bill Beyer at beyerbill@comcast.net 

to find the right fit!
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